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Sunday School News 
 
Our Bible Detectives are starting the new year off with a new rotation of 
workshops.  Elementary students are discovering Jesus’ message in the 
Sermon on the Mount as found in Matthew’s gospel.  Grades 1-3 are using 

science experiments and art projects to focus on the goal Jesus set 
out – to be like salt and light for the world (Matt 5:13-16.)  And 
grades 4-5 are learning games and discussion about the upside down 
nature of blessing in God’s kingdom by studying the Beatitudes 
(Matt 5:3-12.).   We’re also working on memorizing these texts for 
this year’s Bible Bee, to be held on Sunday, Feb 12 at 10:00.  

Study aids and fun activities can be found at the Sunday School bulletin 
board by the church offices.  Good luck to all students who are up for this 
exciting challenge! 
 

Our middle school class continues its commitment to prepare monthly bag lunches 
for the folks at the Norwalk Emergency Shelter.  Many thanks to all the 
volunteers who make this big operation a reality, to Brad Cosgrove and his Costco 
sidekick Ellen McNees for those big shopping trips, to our Hungry Hearts high 
school interns Gabrielle McNees, Alex Collins, and Jack Rider for rallying the 
Sunday morning troops, and to the Outreach Department for their continued 
financial and delivery support!  The Outreach Department also continues to 
educate middle schoolers about our church’s ministry partners at a monthly 
program called “Cookies and Conversation.” Under the supervision of Cathy 
and Catherine Rotondo, Heidi and Kari Flicker, and Rita and Sky Guinta the 
students bake dozens of chocolate chip cookies for a different agency and learn all 
about the programs we’re supporting in the process. 
 

We have introduced a new curriculum entitled “Spark!”  into our youngest 
classrooms and it’s producing some exciting results.  Staples seniors Dani 
Kosinski and Sophia Ribolla are working each week with the Threes and parent 
volunteers including Sarah and Billy Dransfield, Beverly Hair, and Heather 
Lee have been teaching the Fours and Fives Class. If you get the chance, be sure 
to let each of these faithful teachers know how much we appreciate the time and 
love they share with our children. 
 

Finally, a word of thanks for our amazing Nativity Pageant. 
Directors Caroline Barney and Lisa Laudico, artistic donkey 
genius Jan Topercer and her sidekicks, Kirsten Horton’s  
brand new Family Band, and our dedicated band of parent 
volunteers not only rose to the challenge, but truly created an 
experience of the real meaning of Christmas that children and 
congregation will remember for a long time.  Thank you! 
 
Always a blessing to grow in faith with you, 
Lynn Rider
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@ Church 
2012 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN SO FAR 
·  9 fun dinners 

·  Inspiring stewardship speakers 

·  Electronic giving begins 

·  187 pledges to date 

·  Over $835,000 pledged so far 

·  47% of pledges up over 2011 

·  47 families have increased their pledge 12% or more 

·  8 new families made pledges for 2012 
 

In order to set our budget for 2012, we need to hear from 
33 remaining families.  
Every pledge is important!  We hope to hear from each of you before we finalize 
the 2012 budget to fund our programs, outreach and maintenance of our building 
and properties for the year. 
 

B��B��B��B��B��B��B��B��B��B��B��B��B��B��B��B�
 

Electronic Giving 
New Year’s resolution: Less clutter and paper! Your  
contributions can now be made electronically, savin g 
you paperwork and also, time .  It’s a breeze to sign 
up, and all the information you need is on the home  
page at greensfarmschurch.org.  Please sign up today! 
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SOUPer SUNDAY is this Sunday! 

Both Giants and Patriots fans are encouraged to be SOUPer GFC fans this 
Sunday!  As you come in the Meetinghouse to worship and share communion, 
please consider bringing a can (or several!) of soup for the local food pantries.  
Choose either the Giant or Patriotic bin and the results of GFC’s own SOUPer 
bowl will be announced during coffee hour.  THEN, you can go home and cheer 
on your team during Super Bowl XLVI knowing that because of your generosity, 
no one loses. 
 

Drop off canned soup or any non-perishable groceries in the Meetinghouse any Sunday 
or in the breezeway near church office during the week. 
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Prayers & Blessings 
We pray for: 
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We pray for continued healing and support for: 
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Tom and Elaine Long would like to thank all of their GFC friends including 
the staff for their prayers, cards and visits during Tom's surgery in Nov. and 
Elaine's emergency surgery in Dec. Your prayers and kindness are very 
much appreciated. Grace and Peace, Tom and Elaine�
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Confirmation Classes meet at GFC on Tuesday 
evenings from 6 until 7:30. 
We enjoyed a great kick off retreat at Incarnation 
Center in early January and participated in our first 
Faith Adventure at Pivot House at the end of the 
month.  Chef Jonathan Mathias prepared a wonderful 
feast that our confirmands served and shared with the 
men of Pivot House. 

Icthus 
Our High School Youth Group 
meets on Thursday evenings 
from 7 until 8:30 for pizza 
and discussion.  We are 
working on some new  
activities for the 2012 
calendar including some 
Sunday morning donuts & 
discussion sessions as well 
as community service, 
outreach, interfaith and 
just plain FUN activities.  
 


