
The Call: We!re on a Mission from God 
 

September 2007 – June 2008 
 

Workshop Rotation Sunday School: Grades 1-5 
 

ÒWhat does the Lord require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy 
and to walk humbly with your God.Ó  (Micah 6:8) 

 
We are busy people!  There are so many things for us to do, how do we choose?  
God calls each one of us and gives us a mission in life.  Just what does he want 
you and me to get busy doing?  This year in Sunday School we!ll explore stories 
of men, women and children(!) in the Bible who answered God!s call.  During our 
workshops we!ll look at some of the remarkable ways people hear God!s voice, 
and we!ll learn how call shapes our lives and influences how we choose to spend 
our time.  This should be another interesting, exciting year of study! 
 
Calls we will learn aboutÉ  
 
 
Voices in the Night  I Samuel 3  ÒSpeak Lord, for your servant is  

listening.Ó 
 

The Still, Small Voice I Kings 19:1-31 ÒWhat are you doing here?Ó 
 
The Heavenly Host  Luke 2:8-20  ÒGlory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peaceÉ Ó 
 
The Lord!s Prayer  Luke 11:1-13   ÒOur father, who art in heavenÉÓ 
 
Called to Follow  Matthew 4:18-22 ÒCome follow me and I will make  

you fishers of men.Ó 
 
Called to Care   Matthew 25:35-40 ÒWhatever you did for one of the 

least of theseÉ you did for me.Ó 
 
Called by Christ   Acts 9:1-31  ÒWho are you, Lord?Ó 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



The Still, Small Voice 
October 28 – November 18 

 

In our Rotation Model Sunday School, kids study and experience the same Bible 
story/concept for 3-4 weeks in various formats (or workshops) such as drama, music, 
art, computer, storytelling, games, and cooking while rotating to different ÒworkshopsÓ 
each week.  Teachers do not rotate, but stay in one place, preparing one lesson (with 
some age-appropriate modifications) for the three-week rotation.  Because the Samuel 
story is such an involved tale, we will be spending our first six weeks on this rotation. 
 
Who?  Kids in grades 1-5 
When?  Every Sunday after children recess from the 10:00AM worship service. 
Why?  This exciting Sunday School offers many advantages: 

!  Improves Bible literacy 
!  Enhances the depth of learning through repetition and use of multiple learning 

styles 
!  Teaches for information and transformation 
!  Allows volunteers to teach in their area of interest for a shorter time period 
!  Enables more adults to share their gifts and talents 

  

Where?  In the Drama Room, Youth Room, Social Hall, Kitchen, Outside, on Field Trips, 
or wherever we can find the right space! 

 

What?  We!ll explore the story of Elijah, a prophet called to spread the word of God who 
is running for his life!  What happens when Elijah tries to quit?  If God isn!t in the wind, or 
the fire, or the earthquake, where can he be heard?  What!s God!s solution when Elijah 
can no longer work on his own?  How can we hear God calling to us today? 
 
How?  Come and seeÉ  It!s Sunday School like you!ve never experienced before! 
 
This unit our workshops are: 

 

• Art:  Help create the 3D settings for all the rooms we!ll be transforming for our 
wild Sunday School wide treasure hunt! 

• Games:  Play some fun and challenging games with your friends and explore 
what happened when Elijah told God, ÒI quit!Ó 

• Cooking:  Join this Òhalf-bakedÓ workshop and experience the difference 
between God!s time and our time.  Make (and sample) some delicious chocolate 
chip cookies in the process. 

• Treasure Hunt:  Sunday, November 18 our study will culminate in a Sunday 
School wide celebration day Ð The Search for the Still, Small Voice.  Come 
follow the clues with your team as we hunt for the voice of God! 

  

Key Verse:  Each rotation we ask children to remember one Bible verse.  Learning 
God!s word is an important part of faith development. 
 

ÒThen there came a voice to him that said, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" Ò  I 

Kings 19:9  



 
 
The Stil l, Small  Voice: God Calls th e Proph et Elijah 
 
BIBLE BACKGROUND I Kings 19:1-19 
 
 
CONTRIBUTOR: Jaymie D. Derden for the Workshop Rotation Writing 
Team 
 
A Bri ef History 
 
The reigns of King David and Solomon, from 931-722 BC were seen as the 
glory days of Israel. Toward the end of Solomon’s reign, things started to 
unravel. Solomon’s massive building projects created huge tax burdens. 
As bureaucracy grew, so did the peoples’ discontent. After Solomon’s 
death, the kingdom was divided and two nations were formed – Judah to 
the south with the capital of Jerusalem and Israel to the north with Samaria 
as its capital. Then a series of northern and southern kings reigned. 
 
Israel Ð North ern  Kingd om 
 
Jeroboam, the first King of Israel (northern kingdom) set up a rival religious 
system, including multiple worship centers and even statues of golden 
calves upon whose back the invisible God supposedly rode. They 
developed their own priestly system and feasts. As a result of this 
departure from God’s commands, many of the godly people in the Northern 
Kingdom left and headed to Judah. Each subsequent northern king 
departed further and further from the worship procedures of the United 
Kingdom. In fact, the Bible records that not a single northern king was a 
good king – they all “did what was evil in the sight of the Lord.” The primary 
failure of the kings and the people was idol worship, primarily of Baal 
(male) and Asherah (female). The Northern Kingdom fell to the Assyrians 
in 722 BC. 
 
Jud ah Ð South ern Kingd om 
 
Judah fared better than Israel, although ultimately its fate was similar. A 
series of kings ruled over Judah. Some were good, but many were 
apostate. All of the kings came from the line of David. The most evil of the 
kings was Manasseh who adopted the pagan practice of child sacrifice to 
the evil god Molech. Manasseh is believed to be the king who had Isaiah 
killed. Judah survived 135 years after Israel fell, but eventually fell to the 



Babylonians in 586 BC 
 
Proph ets 
 
Prophets are spokespeople for God. They serve as “God’s mouth” 
speaking God’s word to the people, as God’s messengers. The Hebrew 
word in the text is nabi -- one who speaks for another. During times of 
apostasy, God raised up prophets who brought his Word to the people and 
called them back to faithfulness. Prophets retained their own personalities, 
communicating God’s message in their own unique and individual ways. 
How did prophets hear the voice of the Lord? The Bible records four ways 
through which God communicates with his prophets: External voice; 
Internal voice; Ability to see specific realities not apparent to others; 
Visions. 
 
No matter the source of the prophet’s communication, it was recognized 
as the “word of the Lord.” Most prophets took the “word of the Lord” to the 
kings in an attempt to convict them of their wrong ways and lead them 
back to the correct path. Sometimes they were successful; at other times 
the situation became confrontational. Throughout Israel’s history, we see a 
repeated pattern – a falling away from faithfulness leading to God’s 
judgment, the peoples’ repentance and return to faith. 
 
1 and 2 Kings 
 
The text of 1 and 2 Kings was originally one text. For practical purposes 
(probably so that it would fit on one scroll) it was divided into two books. 
We do not know the author, although Jewish rabbinical tradition attributes 
it to Jeremiah. Because it was written during the exile, its main message 
was to remind God’s people of past sins, but also to offer them hope. 
Kings is a book of history with many events corroborated by secular 
historians. But it is chiefly a theological history and as such its primary 
purpose is to look at the events through a lens of faith. 
 
Kings was written during the Babylonian exile after the fall of the southern 
kingdom. It tells the story of the ups and downs of Israel detailing the 
reigns of a series of kings. Each king is evaluated based on their faith (or 
lack of it) and the events that occurred during their reign. The text brings a 
message of hope based on God’s unending promise to David. The text 
also teaches: 
 
Learn your lesson from the mistakes of your ancestors. 
Listen to God’s spokespersons, the prophets. 



God is good and gracious, ready to forgive when we truly repent. 
God is our provider giving us the things we need. 
God does not give up hope for God’s people. 
God is sovereign – God is in control! 
 
Israel dur ing  th e time of  Elijah and Elisha 
 
Elijah was the key prophet during the reigns of King Ahab and Ahazaiah in 
Israel. King Ahab was one of the most evil of the northern kings. He was 
married to a Phoenician princess, Jezebel, who negatively influenced her 
husband. Their intent was to promote Baal as the national deity of Israel. 
Baal means “owner or lord.” Baal was a nature and storm god, believed to 
control fertility of crops and people. He was often pictured with a lightning 
bolt in his hand and he was felt to be in control of the weather. Ahab was 
succeeded by his son Ahazaiah, who like his father, worshiped idols. 
 
Eli jah and Elisha 
Elijah was a great Old Testament prophet equated to Moses. The name 
Elijah means “Yahweh is God.” Elijah suddenly appears in 1 Kings 
announcing to King Ahab that there will be no rain or dew in Israel for three 
years as a result of her unfaithfulness. Elijah is probably best known for 
the contest at Mt. Carmel where he confronted the hundreds of Baal 
prophets. Because of Elijah’s many confrontations with Ahab he faced 
persecution. Elijah was often forced to flee for his very life. Throughout all 
of Elijah’s struggles, God provided for him – by sending ravens to feed him, 
by providing water during a drought, and later providing miraculous food 
from a widow and her son. And at a time when Elijah was alone and 
exhausted, God provided him a helper, Elisha. Elijah found Elisha at home 
plowing a field. He threw his mantle (outer cloak) over Elisha in a symbolic 
gesture calling him to follow and be his disciple. A disciple is one who 
follows and learns from a teacher. Elisha was Elijah’s faithful disciple for 
about ten years. The name Elisha means “My God is Salvation.”. 
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This is the text from the RSV adult Bible for your  own reading.  I  will 

have a childrenÕs Bible version for you to use with your  classes. 

1 K i n g s 1 9 : 1 - 1 9  
Ahab to ld Jezebel all th at  Elij ah had done, and how 
he had killed all th e prophets wi th  th e swo rd.  2Then 
Jezebel sent a m essenger to  Elij ah, saying, ÔSo may 
th e gods do to  me, and m ore also, if I  do not  make 
your life like th e life of one of th em by th is ti m e 
to morrow.Õ 3Then he wa s afraid;  he got up and fled 



for  his life,  and came to  Beer- sheba, which belongs 
to  Judah;  he left  his servant t here. 

4 But he him self went  a dayÕs journey into  th e 
wi lderness,  and came and sat down  under a solita ry 
broom t ree. He asked that he m ight  die:  ÔI t is 
enough;  now,  O Lord,  ta ke away my life, for  I  am  no 
bette r th an m y ancesto rs.Õ 5Then he lay down under 
th e broom  tr ee and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel 
to uched him  and said to  him , ÔGet up and eat .Õ 6He 
looked, and th ere at his head wa s a cake baked on 
hot stones, and a jar  of wa te r . He ate and drank,  
and lay down  again. 7The angel of th e Lord cam e a 
second ti m e, to uched him , and said, ÔGet up and eat, 
oth erwi se th e j ourney wi ll be too much for you.Õ 8He 
got  up, and ate  and drank;  t hen he went  in th e 
str ength  of t hat food for forty  days and forty  nights 
to  Horeb th e m ount  of God. 9At th at  place he came 
to  a cave, and spent th e night  th ere. 

Then th e wo rd of th e Lord cam e to him , saying, 
ÔWhat  are you doing here, Elij ah?Õ 10He answe red, ÔI  
have been very zealous for th e Lord, th e God of 
hosts ;  for  th e I sraelit es have forsaken your 
covenant,  th rown  down  your alta rs, and killed your  
prophets wi th th e swo rd. I  alone am  left , and they 
are seeking m y life,  to  ta ke it  awa y.Õ 

11  He said,  ÔGo out and sta nd on th e mounta in 
before th e Lord,  for th e Lord is about t o pass by.Õ 



Now th ere wa s a great  wind, so str ong th at it wa s 
splitt ing mounta ins and breaking rocks in pieces 
before th e Lord,  but  th e Lord wa s not in th e wi nd;  
and after th e wi nd an earth quake, but th e Lord wa s 
not in th e earth quake;  12and afte r th e earthquake a 
fire,  but th e Lord wa s not  in t he fire;  and after th e 
fire a sound of sheer silence. 13When Elij ah heard it,  
he wr apped his face in his mantl e and went out  and 
sto od at  th e ent rance of t he cave. Then th ere came a 
voice to him  th at said, ÔWhat are you doing here, 
Elij ah?Õ 14He answered, ÔI  have been very zealous for 
th e Lord,  th e God of hosts;  for th e I sraelit es have 
forsaken your covenant,  th rown  down  your alta rs,  
and killed your prophets wi th  th e swo rd. I  alone am  
left, and th ey are seeking m y life, to  ta ke it awa y.Õ 
15Then th e Lord said to him , ÔGo, retu rn on your  wa y 
to  the wilderness of Damascus;  wh en you arr ive, you 
shall anoint  Hazael as king over  Aram . 16Also you 
shall anoint  Jehu son of Nimshi as king over I srael;  
and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-
m eholah as prophet  in your  place. 17Whoever 
escapes from the sword of Hazael,  Jehu shall kill;  
and wh oever escapes from th e sword of Jehu, Elisha 
shall k ill. 18Yet I  w ill leave seven th ousand in I srael, 
all th e knees th at have not bowe d to Baal, and every 
mouth  th at  has not kissed him .Õ 

19  So he set  out from th ere, and found Elisha son of 
Shaphat, wh o wa s ploughing. There were tw elve 
yoke of oxen ahead of him , and he wa s wi th  th e 



tw elfth . Elij ah passed by him  and threw his mantl e 
over him . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Still Small Voice: I Kings 19:1-19 
October 28, November 4 & 11 
 
Rotation #1: Art Workshop 
 
1.  Welcome the students, introduce yourself and the shepherd, and take attendance. 
 
2.  Light the spirit candle and say a brief opening prayer. 
 
3.  Let them know that we are learning about Elijah the prophet from the Old Testament.  
Read the story together from the children’s Bible (I will have age appropriate versions for 
you each week.)  This week we’re focusing on the part of the story when Elijah heard the 
voice of God.  See if they can name the places where the voice was not found (fire, wind, 
earthquake.)  Ask them if they can remember where God’s voice was found (in the still 
small voice.)  Is that how they would expect to hear God, in a quiet whisper? 
 
4.  Set them up to work on the props for their class’ room in the treasure hunt and work 
on their projects. 
 



5.  Let them know that each class is working on creating a special scene for the treasure 
hunt and that it’s up to them to keep their scene a secret from all the other kids so that 
they will be surprised on the day of the treasure hunt. 
 
6.  Ask them to help with clean up. 
 
7.  Extinguish the spirit candle and close with a prayer. 
 
8.  Make sure that all students wait for a parent to pick them up after class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Still Small Voice: I Kings 19:1-19 
October 28, November 4 & 11 
 
Rotation #2: Cooking Workshop 
 
1.  Welcome the students, introduce yourself and the shepherd, and take attendance. 
 
2.  Light the spirit candle and say a brief opening prayer. 
 
3.  Let them know that we are learning about Elijah the prophet who heard the voice of 
God.  Before we read the story together we’re going to put a batch of chocolate chip 
cookies in the oven.  Later we’ll make up some more batter for next week’s class.   
 
4.  Put cookies on cookie sheets together and put them in the oven. 
 



5.  Start reading the story together aloud from the children’s Bible (I will have age 
appropriate versions for you each week.)  While they are reading keep interrupting 
anxiously about how good those cookies smell and how you can’t wait to eat them!   
 
6.  Be sure to take them out too soon and struggle to get them off the sheet or have them 
sample them when they aren’t fully cooked.  Let them react to the raw cookies! 
 
7.  Pop another batch in the oven and patiently give these cookies the right amount of 
time to cook. 
 
8.  While you’re making up next week’s batter with the students, ask them if they can 
name off times in the story when Elijah was impatient.  When he wanted to do something 
now, and not wait.  What happened to him then? (God came after him, didn’t let him quit, 
fed him when he was hungry, sent an angel to take care of him, etc.)  What did God do? 
(still took his time until he knew Elijah was ready to hear him, didn’t appear in the wind 
or the earthquake or the fire but finally in a still, small voice.) 
 
9.  When the second batch is ready, enjoy them together.  Remind the students that 
sometimes we may want something to happen but God may not think it’s time.  Part of 
our job is trusting in God’s sense of time even when we feel impatient. 
 
10.  Ask the kids to help with clean up. 
 
11.  Extinguish the spirit candle and close with a prayer. 
 
12.  Please don’t let kids wander into coffee hour until their parents come to claim them. 


